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the people of the eastern shore, from 
Florida all the way to New York. There 
have been deaths even up as far as 
Vermont.

But in North Carolina, that devasta-
tion is of untold proportions. There are 
more than 58,000 people now that have 
responded to the opportunity to call 
FEMA’s intake line indicating they 
need assistance through FEMA. They 
need assistance immediately, and this 
government and this body needs to act. 

I want to say that the people of 
America have been just tremendously 
generous in responding and having 
compassion and showing sensitivity, 
and by giving of their own personal 
goods or their organizations or church-
es or relief organizations. 

But that is insufficient to respond to 
the needs of the 58,000 people who have 
lost their homes. Some have lost their 
income, the facilities or the infrastruc-
ture that they are accustomed to 
using, their wastewater system, their 
water system.
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I met today in Greenville with farm-
ers from around four counties. There 
were approximately 80 or more farmers 
who had come along with members of 
the agricultural community to talk 
about their loss and to recognize that 
as the relief funds now are constructed 
they are likely not to be included in 
that relief. If a farmer has lost his ma-
chinery or his livestock or his crops, 
how do we use that as a way of miti-
gating his loss? Only through now, as 
the law is constructed, only through a 
loan. Many of our small farmers are 
really on the fringes now of not know-
ing whether they will stay in business. 

I met with the grangers on Friday on 
the report from the North Carolina 
Grangers Society. There may be as 
much as 18 to 20 percent of the farmers 
going out of business now. I would say 
that many of the farmers were having 
problems before now, but if we com-
pound the impact of losing 120,000 hogs, 
2.5 million chickens, almost a million 
turkeys and livestock, we compound 
that with having low prices and calam-
ities from the drought, one begins to 
get a sense of the devastation and the 
suffering and the uncertainty of tomor-
row that these farmers are also experi-
encing.

Not only farmers but small busi-
nesses, small businesses in Edgecombe 
County and Tarboro today said many 
of them in the downtown area, they 
were small businesses, they might have 
had 3 to 5 employees. They are not sure 
that a loan is what is going to help 
them. Many of them said when they 
look at their creditworthiness, mean-
ing how much debt they have in rela-
tion to income, already they are at the 
margin of not being credit-worthy. So 
we have to begin to think about new 
structures to respond to both our farm-
ers and our small businesses. 

I know the gentlewoman from New 
Jersey (Mrs. ROUKEMA) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. FRANKS)
and gentlewoman from New York (Mrs. 
KELLY) and the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Mrs. FOWLER) have begun to 
work, and I am working with that 
group, to see how we can ask this Con-
gress to look at maybe a one-time ef-
fort to give some relief indeed to both 
small businesses and farmers. I just 
want to urge my colleagues to consider 
that.

Finally, let me just say that we begin 
to think that this only affects people 
in North Carolina. Well, on Saturday 
night, there was a family that had 
come from this area, had come down to 
visit their relatives in the home county 
I live in, in Warren County, a young 
man who is a young professional, 41 
years of age and into computer science, 
had come to visit his relatives and had 
gone a familiar road but did not see the 
sign or the sign was not very well dis-
played. There was a detour and the wa-
ters under that bridge were flooding 
above the bridge and that family of five 
in that van ended up in the water and 
the 8-year-old is dead today and the 
other four members of that family, 
from this area, are now in serious and 
critical condition at Duke University. 
So the impact is tremendous. 

Mr. Speaker, we have an opportunity 
to respond to this tragedy. We have an 
opportunity to show that this govern-
ment is responsive as Americans to us, 
and we will indeed do the right thing. 
I urge us to do a relief program that is 
responsive to the needs of all the peo-
ple who are in the area of Hurricane 
Floyd.
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THERE IS SORROW WHEN ANYONE 
IS LOST, BUT ESPECIALLY OUR 
CHILDREN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHERWOOD). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, there are several items that I 
would like to address this evening. Ear-
lier today in debate, I acknowledged 
that this past weekend, 6 of our young 
people in the State of Texas died by 
way of a tragic automobile accident. I 
do want to make it clear, as I was 
speaking at the time of the debate on 
the Hillory J. Farias date-rape drug, 
that the incident did not involve drugs, 
but as someone who advocates for chil-
dren, along with many of my col-
leagues in this House, I wanted to be 
able to offer sympathy to the families 
of those wonderful young people and as 
well the institutions of higher learning 
that all of them were then attending, 
and to say that any life is a great loss 
but certainly when our young people 
are taken in the prime of their life, 
these youngsters were 18 and 20, 22, 21, 

it is a great loss. So I offer my deepest 
sympathy to those colleges and the 
families and to the friends and young-
sters who have experienced that, and I 
hope that we can find a solution to 
some of these tragic accidents and find 
a way to prevent tragic car accidents 
like this one, so that we can prevent 
this loss of life. 

Let me also take a special moment to 
speak again on the Hillory J. Farias 
bill, because there was an individual 
that I did not get to thank enough, and 
that is the Harris County medical ex-
aminer, Dr. Joy M. Carter. This has 
been a long journey in our community 
and for the Farias family in particular 
it has been long because the accusa-
tions were that the young lady, their 
niece, their granddaughter, had taken 
drugs. This was another drug case, and 
it was only at the persistence of the 
law enforcement and Dr. Carter to be 
able to answer the cries of the family 
to be able to detect, and Dr. Carter, of 
course, is a woman physician and med-
ical examiner who persisted in detect-
ing or attempting to detect this very 
difficult drug. 

So I want to thank her for her work 
in this, and I want to read from her tes-
timony dated July 27, 1998.

A common feature of date-rape drugs is 
their ability to be ingested without knowl-
edge and the inducement of an altered state 
of consciousness or memory loss. These 
drugs are not easily detected nor considered 
regularly as a causative agent in a death or 
sexual assault so you do not usually look for 
these drugs. Further, these drugs are not at 
all categorized as Level I or II under the cur-
rent Controlled Substances Act.

Today, my colleagues have joined me 
in directing that, and I applaud them; 
but I do want to thank Dr. Carter for 
her extra interest and going the extra 
mile to give comfort to that family, to 
know that their young person was not 
on drugs. 

I would also like to just read an ex-
cerpt from the letter from the DEA 
which indicates that the DEA has doc-
umented 5,500 cases of overdose, tox-
icity, dependence and law enforcement 
encounters as it relates to GHB. The 
DEA has obtained documentation in 
the form of toxicology, autopsy and in-
vestigative reports from medical exam-
iners on 49 deaths that involve GHB, 
and they will continue to monitor this 
and ask that it be in Schedule II if it 
gets to be determined to be approved 
for medical use by the FDA.
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DEADLY 18–WHEELERS SHOULD BE 
REGULATED ON OUR HIGHWAYS 
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 

Speaker, I would like to turn my atten-
tion to the discussion that was on the 
floor of the House today and a discus-
sion that has been going on in the City 
of Houston very briefly and that is the 
number of 18-wheeler trucks going 
through my community on interstates, 
of which I recognize the importance of 
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